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COURSE	SYLLABUS	

Contemporary	Paradigms	in	Linguistic	Research	

Academic	year	2025-2026	

	

1.	Information	about	the	study	programme	
1.1.	University	 Babeș-Bolyai	University	
1.2.	Faculty	 The	Faculty	of	Letters	
1.3.	Department	 Doctoral	School	of	Linguistic	and	Literary	Studies	
1.4.	Field	of	study	 Language	and	literature	
1.5.	Study	cycle Doctorate	
1.6.	Study	programme/Qualification	 Doctorate	in	Philology/	Doctor	of	Philology	
1.7.	Enrolment	frequency	 		Full	time	

	

2.	Information	about	the	subject	

2.1.	Course	title	 Contemporary	Paradigms	in	Linguistic	
Research	 Course	code	 LDR1105	

2.2.	Course	tutor	 Prof.	univ.	dr.	habil.	Elena	Platon	
	 	
2.3.	Seminar	/	practical	course	tutor	 Prof.	univ.	dr.	habil.	Elena	Platon	
	 	

2.4.	Year	of	study	 1	 2.5.	Semester	 1	 2.6.	Type	of	
assessment	 C	 2.7.	Course	status	 Contents	 DF	

Mandatory	 DO	
	

3.	Total	estimated	time	(teaching	hours	per	semester)	

3.1.	Number	of	hours	per	week	 3	 of	which:	
3.2.	curs	 2	 3.3.	seminar	/	practical	

course	(laboratory)	 1	

3.4.	Total	number	of	hours	in	the	
curriculum	 36	 of	which:	

3.5.	curs		 24	 3.6	seminar	/	practical	
course	(laboratory)	 12	

Allotted	time	for	individual	study	(ID)	and	self-study	activities	(SA)		 hours	
Study	based	on	textbook,	course	manual,	recommended	bibliography,	personal	notes	(SA)		 50	
Additional	research	(in	the	library,	online	scienti2ic	databases/platforms,	or	2ield	documentation)		 72	
Preparation	for	seminars	/	laboratory	classes/	essays/	projects/	homework/	portfolios	and	reports			 48	
Tutoring	(professional	counselling)	 6	
Examinations		 2	
Other	activities	 36	
3.7.	Total	hours	for	individual	study	(ID)	and	self-study	activities	
(SA)	 214	

3.8.	Total	hours	per	semester	 250	
3.9.	Number	of	credits	 10	
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4.	Prerequisites	(if	necessary)	
4.1.	curriculum	 Not	applicable.	

4.2.	skills	 Communication	skills	(particularly	written	comprehension)	in	English	and	French	(or	other	
widely	spoken	foreign	languages),	suf2icient	to	allow	reading	of	the	recommended	bibliography.	

	

5.	Conditions	(if	necessary)	
5.1.	for	delivering	lectures	 Classroom	equipped	with	blackboard,	projector	and	computer	
5.2.	for	teaching	seminars	/	practical	
courses	(laboratory	classes)	

Seminar	room,	projector,	whiteboard,	internet	access	

	

6.	Acquired	speciPic	skills	
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C1	Identifying	the	role	played	by	the	imaginary	in	linguistic	descriptions.		
C2	Capitalizing	on	theoretical	perspectives	on	linguistic	imagery	in	scienti2ic	research	practice.	
C3	Identifying	the	relationship	between	linguistic	imagery	and	cultural	imagery	from	the	perspective	of	the	
lexicultural	approach.	
C4	Using	concepts	related	to	linguistic	imagery	in	the	analysis	of	linguistic	reality,	in	its	multiple	variations.	
C5	De2ining	the	speci2icity	of	the	imagery	associated	with	the	Romanian	language	from	the	perspective	of	non-
native	speakers,	as	well	as	of	specialists	researching	Romanian	as	a	second	language.	
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CT1	Use	of	the	components	from	the	2ield	of	languages	and	literature	in	full	compliance	with	professional	
ethics	
CT2	Proper	Utilization	of	Bibliography	in	Scienti2ic	Research	Work.	
CT3	Carrying	out	an	individual	continuing	education	project	in	the	form	of	a	portfolio,	and	presenting	it	in	a	
team	for	peer	evaluation.	
CT4	Organizing	a	debate	with	classmates	on	topics	related	to	research	methodology	and	ethics.	

	

7.	Course	objectives	(derived	from	the	acquired	speci2ic	skills)	

7.1.	General	objective	of	the	
course	

• Acquainting	PhD	students	with	the	three	fundamental	theoretical	approaches	
related	 to	 the	 linguistic	 imaginary	 and	 encouraging	 the	 application	 of	 their	
speci2ic	ideas	and	concepts	in	scienti2ic	research	practice.	

7.2.	SpeciPic	objectives	

• Identi2ication	 of	 the	 three	 perspectives	 on	 the	 linguistic	 imaginary:	
metalinguistic,	cognitivist,	and	ethnolinguistic.	

• Application	of	the	concepts	speci2ic	to	the	three	theoretical	approaches	in	the	
analysis	or	production	of	a	text.	

• Connecting	the	linguistic	imaginary	with	the	cultural	imaginary:	understanding	
the	speci2ics	of	the	lexicultural	approach.	

• Identi2ication	 of	 the	 speci2ic	 features	 of	 non-native	 speakers’	 imaginary	
regarding	the	Romanian	language.	

• Recognition	of	the	characteristics	of	interlanguage	at	different	levels	of	linguistic	
competence,	 as	well	 as	 of	 the	 „microlanguage”/foreigner	 talk	 pro2ile	 used	 in	
exolingual	communication	(with	non-native	speakers).	

	

8.	Contents	
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	Course	and	seminar	 Teaching	methods	 Remarks	
Course	 1.	Theoretical	 Perspectives	 on	 the	
Linguistic	Imaginary:	
1.1.	the	metalinguistic	perspective;	
1.2.	the	cognitivist	perspective;	
1.3.	the	ethnolinguistic	perspective.	
(Ardeleanu,	 2000;	 Coșeriu,	 2009;	 Lakoff,	
Johnson,	2003;	Platon,	2020a,	2019a)	
Seminar	2:	
Analysis	 of	 a	 text	 from	 the	 perspective	 of	
one	 of	 the	 theoretical	 approaches	 to	 the	
linguistic	imaginary	(of	your	choice).	

Interactive	 lecturing	 supported	 by	
visual	 materials,	 debate,	
argumentation,	 consultation	 of	
bibliographic	 sources.	 Case	 studies.	
Commentary	 based	 on	 supporting	
texts.	

	
The	 activities	 in	 each	 seminar	
are	designed	in	close	connection	
with	 the	 topic	 of	 the	
corresponding	 lecture,	 and	 are	
based	 on	 interactive	
communication	 both	 between	
the	 instructor	 and	 the	 students,	
and	 among	 the	 students	
themselves.	

Course	2.	Linguistic	Imaginary	and	Cultural	
Imaginary:	
2.1.	 the	 concept	 of	 language-culture	 in	
linguistic	and	ethnolinguistic	research;	
2.2.	the	lexicultural	approach.	
(Bartmiński,	 2018;	 Galisson,	 1988,	 1991;	
Răuțu,	2010;	Wierzbicka,	1985)	
Seminar	2:	
Creation	 of	 a	 mini-inventory	 of	
lexiculturemes,	 within	 a	 thematic	 area	
selected	by	each	PhD	student,	accompanied	
by	the	corresponding	explanations.	
Course	 3.	 The	 Imaginary	 of	 Non-Native	
Speakers	 Regarding	 the	 Romanian	
Language	(Platon,	2021)	
3.1.	 Working	 methods:	 interview,	
questionnaire	
3.2.	Data	interpretation	
Seminar	3:	
Conducting	an	 interview	with	a	non-native	
speaker	 (NNS)	 in	 order	 to	 identify	 aspects	
related	 to	 their	 linguistic	 imaginary	
regarding	 the	 Romanian	 language,	 or	
designing	 a	 questionnaire	 aimed	 at	
investigating	 the	 linguistic	 imaginary	 of	
NNSs.	
Course	 4.	 Linguists’	 Imaginary	 Regarding	
the	 Foreigner	 Talk	 Used	 in	 Exolingual	
Communication	 (with	 Non-Native	
Speakers):	
4.1.	the	concept	of	foreigner	talk;	
4.2.	the	concept	of	interlanguage.	
(Platon	 et	 alii,	 2014;	 Platon,	 2014,	 2016,	
2019a,	2021)	
Seminar	4:	
Analysis	 of	 several	 interlanguage	 (IL)	
samples,	 compared	with	 the	 foreigner	 talk	
profile	corresponding	to	the	IL	 level	under	
analysis.	
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before	each	meeting,	so	that	they	can	actively	participate	in	the	discussions	
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Timișoara,	Editura	Universității	de	Vest,	2004.	
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PLATON,	Elena,	Româna	ca	limbă	străină	(RLS).	Elemente	de	metadidactică,	
Cluj-Napoca,	Editura	Presa	Universitară	Clujeană,	2021.	
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9.	Correlating	course	contents	with	the	expectations	of	representatives	of	the	epistemic	community,	
professional	associations	and	representative	employers	related	to	the	Pield	of	studytitulari	

• The	content	is	developed	based	on	an	international	bibliography	in	the	2ield	pf	study;	
• The	teaching	staff	have	a	doctorate	in	philology;	
• In	accordance	with	ARACIS	standards,	the	doctoral	school	maintains	ongoing	collaboration	with	representatives	

of	the	socioeconomic	and	professional	environment	both	in	the	country	and	abroad,	as	well	as	with	various	
research	networks	and	professional	associations	in	which	the	teaching	staff	are	active.	

	

10.	Assessment	(examination)	
Type	of	activity	 10.1	Criteria	and	assessment	method	 10.2	Assessment	process	

10.3	Course	and	seminar	

To	graduate	from	the	discipline,	doctoral	
students	will	have	 to	 take	 into	account	
the	 tasks	 assumed	 within	 the	 course	
(seminars	&	2inal	thesis).	
	
As	 a	 means	 of	 assessment	 for	 this	
course,	 doctoral	 students	 will	 have	 to	
obtain	a	grade	based	on	a	review	and	a	
paper	of	at	least	7	pages,	which	must	be	
related	 to	 the	 individual	 research	
project	 and	 comply	 with	 scienti2ic	
norms	(these	will	be	discussed	with	the	
professor	 of	 the	 modular	 course	 in	
advance).	

The	 course	 instructor	 chooses	 two	 exam	
dates	by	mutual	agreement	in	the	legal	exam	
session	to	2inalize	the	grade.		
	
Doctoral	 students	 will	 submit	 to	 the	
professor	 the	 individual	 certi2icates	 of	
obtaining	 the	 grade	which,	 after	 evaluation,	
will	be	completed	and	signed	by	the	teaching	
staff.	
	
The	 possible	 ratings	 are:	 very	 good,	 good,	
satisfactory	or	unsatisfactory.	

10.6 Minimum	performance	standard	

• understanding	the	aspects	regarding	the	proper	completion	of	the	doctoral	thesis	(in	accordance	with	those	
presented	in	the	course	and	with	the	minimum	standards	for	the	2ield	of	Philology),	respecting	the	aspects	
related	to	ethics	and	academic	integrity;	the	specialized	language	is	simple,	but	correctly	used,	in	addition	to	
knowing	and	respecting	the	standards	of	academic	writing.	

	
	

	

11.	Labels	ODD	(Sustainable	Development	Goals)	
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